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NG SOUVENIRS

When times get quiet on the Ameri-
can front in France-—and there are few
times that this happens—the American
officers and scldiers put in a few pleas-
ant hours hunting souvenirs in the
devastated districts, at the same time
keeping out of sight of German air=
vlanes.

In a letter received from Iieut.
Thomas P. Walker by his mother, Mrs.
I, H. Walker, who is visiting in Reno,
souvenir hunting is described. This ig
the way Lieut. Walker tells about the
sport:

“Sunday I dedicated the afternoon to
correspondence, having worked all
morning, Then came the major—
‘Walker, let's go to (-—' (the town we
rnoéntly captured) ‘and get some sou-
venirs' Well, now a fellow can't al-
ways do that, and seemingly he can
write letters dt any time.

“Well, we went— a long hike through
devious paths that afforded woods or
earth banks, or sunken roads so Fritz
couldn’'t see us—and we were there—
where? The most desolate, harrowing
mass of plaster, timbers and shell holes
a fellow ever could see. There's hardly
a stick above the level of the ground,
and to malke the picture more complete
there were still a dozen dead Boches
'vet unburied.

- “We were searching dugouts for sou-
venirs, and the amount we toek was
governed only by our ability to carry
back along that long, long trail. For
my share I have the following: A rifle,
}in excellent condition, and enough am-
;\munitinn to make a good hunting trip
for us; a brand new belt with a brass
bueckle (an officer's), with “Gott Mit
il?ns" on it These are considered sou-

venirs par excellence. ‘With the belt
g0 the cartridge cases, bayonet, trench
ikni!‘o and extra gas mask can. Then T |
brought an entrenching shovel, a flash-

light, a few coat buttons, some lapels
giving regiment numbers, a few let-
,u-'rs and pictures, and that's about all.
These came from one of their dugouts
that the infantry hadn’t found yet. The
few troops up there have searched all
those places pretty well.
l “The souvenir I prize most is one 1
[lmd to buy from a Frenchman, His
brother had taken it during a recent
counter-attack. It's a’ German tele-
phone and huzzer (for telegraphing
combined, and is a marvelous piece of
work for compactne: and workman-
ship, I'm having it fixed up for my
own personal use, because they are
very, very scarce articles-——something
that Fritz usually contrives to destroy
when capture seems imminent.”

In another letter Lieut, Walker tells
about an aerial hattle that he wit-
nessed while waiting for Gen. Pershing
to arrive at the camp to inspect the
troops, He says:

“While we waited this a. m. three
Fritz flyers thought they would get gay
and see what was happening. Soon
three Frenchmen were after them, and
there followed the most exciting and
interesting scrap 1 have seen yet. Air
geraps are heaps of fun. In five mins
utes two planes were falling at the
game time, and a mighty cheer went up.
One wag falling clogse, too--the pur-
suer had guit-—when we saw it was a
French machine. He just flopped
through the air in the most helpless
sort of faghion, until he was close to
the ground, then off he shot at a tre-|"
mendous speed. A beautifui trick, no?|had caught fire in the air and all 1
It was sure beautiful to watch.  And|$aw was a mass of burnt timbers tan-
Fritz saw him recover, foo, and down |gled iron and scorched fi
he came Hke a plummet. He got ala pleasant s
few more shote in but gave up and|t
1

It isn't
sight, vet those are the
ingg that bring victory elos

{ . We
b went home, He was Bo close we could |14 ed Jater that the third muochine !
see him g giun and all mi- (Had beéen brought down after he ¢ -
ed home, bui we wen S0 bua ..\

|
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Il was a Boul ths other two we mi

sed it,

15 too much,”
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