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"COURAGE, DASH, AND VICTORY IS FIRST DIVISION'S RECORD"

Story of American Regulers o Ted the Way to Frence and Whoseé
Casusliics of All Kins Resched 23,974 including 715 officerSs

By Major Generel A. We Groelys
(United States Army, Rotired)

Therc is no Division of the Amcricen Expceditionery Forccs
that has f2ildd to displsy in the facc of the cnemy the qualitics
of couragc, disciplinc and ¢cfficicney which &are cclknowledged
attributcs of thc Amcrican Armye I ie nctural and commonéable
that wer-corrcéspondcnts and 1ocal ncwspepcrs Should loudly pro =
claim the achicvemants oX +he military organizétions jdentificd
with and formcd in thelr own communitics. It Would be an injustdcc
o thc rank and file of our cilizen soldicry if their own sections
failed to displey pride gspecially in the combat divisions. Thus,
New Bngland honors thc 25th Division, New vork the 27th and 77th, -
Pcnnsylvania the 2€th, Michigan snd Wisconsin the 32nd, Xansas
and IMissouri the 35th, Ohio tnc 37th, snd the Pacific States the
91st, to mcntion those of groatsst losses.

It should be borne in mind, howeverm that ccttain organizations
arc cntitled@ to general rccognition ior their Soldicrly merits as
thcy present to the world by thc men of their renks s thoroughly
homogcndous &rmy, gathcred from all scciions 8nd all raccs of our
compositc nation. These troops of the so cellcd Regular Army, whosc
ra g arc Ffilled almost to a men DYy volnnteers for scrvice only in
the great ware .It is not goncrally known that the war casualtics
of the~s orgsnizations = battle and discaso - have doplectcd their
ranks .rom 25 to 100 perccnt of their origing]l pcrsonnel. Thesc
vest gaps havec bcon £i111cd by draft from the replacement €ivisions
of soclccted mon thus making the Regulars truly national organizations.

That the public may apprcciatc ;the fibrc gnd metal of thesc
roprosentetive troops formod by such & nationa]l consolidation s
appcars desirabla and of timcly intercst that tho echicvemecnts of &
typical Regular Division should be bricfly if somcwhat inadcquatcly
described. For this purposc the pirst Division is sclected, not
thet its brayc:'y is supcrioxr, its discipline pettcr or its morale
higher than perked the others, but, becausc it wad the first division
to reach PFrapce, first to scrve in trench Warsarc, first to firc e
hostile shely, first to lose & men, £irst to gepturc & prisoncr,
first to ropgl & Gorman raid, firgt to maN an in@epcndent sector,
and first to yccapturc & town (cantigny) and hold it ageinst all
counter-atiagcks 2

THE OPFICERS IN COMMAND .

Sai}ing £¥ om Hoboken in June, 1917, the pirst Division reached
Ste Nazaire, gt the mouth of the Loirc, Oon the 24th of that month.
The Division gv,000 strong, wes trained by Gepcral W. L. Sibert
of Alabama, put went into actuwal war service uyndcr General Robert
Teco Bullard,K giso of Alahema, with colonel Gampbcll King, of Goorgia,
as Chief of gteff. The First Brigadt, 15th gpd 18th Infantrjss g% f
was commandeq by Gonersl John L. Hines, of Wogt Virginia, and the
Second Brigage, 25th and 28th Infantries, by general Beaumont B. .
Buck, of Toxas, the Artillery Brigade, the 5in, 5th and 7th Rogiments
of Field Artijilery, wes finally put under Cojonél W. A. Holbrook
of Wisconsin, In addition there werc -the lsg Regiment of Engineérs
the 1st, 2ng gnd 3rd Machine Gun pattalions, g Headquarters Trood of
ovally, @ Rield Signal Battalion, and Mediggy wnits. 5
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Unskilled in methods of modern warfare and unprovided with Fielcd
Artillery, the Division was sceiterec in suitsble campds where they
were intensively instructed by cxpericnccd officcrs Ffrom the Frceneh
Lrmy. That such training involved physicel hardships, wncomplasiningl:
cndurcé, is evident from Major Palmcr's siatcment thet some of the
men in want of new shoes drilled with thoir fect wrapped in sackinge
The Ficld Artilicry had to unlearn their own drill and ecquire expert
skill with the novel but remsrkable Fronch gun, the famous "Soigsntc -
Quinze"™ 75 mm«. A French officer commcntcd on the high intclligence
and cxtraordinary sptitude of his @rtillery pupils.

Threc months later, with coming winter and almost continuous
rains, thce Division wes inductcd into trench warfere, scrving undex
French commané, a short distance southcagt of Nancye. The usuel
horrors of trench lifc Werc cxperienced though their vitality and
methods prevented sny matcrial increasc in thc sick. Hore the first
hostile shell was fircd by Battcry "C", 5th Pield Artillery, on
October 23, 1917. The Germans, on Novomhor 3rd, by a berragec cut off
the advenccad outposts, and capiured 11 prisonérs. The commsné
rallying, repellecd the cnemy. Treonch scrvic rondercd by battalion

dctail for ten days cach, was mark.d with 55 casuslties - 3 killed,
- 43 wounded, and 11 caspturcd.- Ons Germen prisoncr was takcne.
The casualtics hercin given include killed, wounded, gasscd, missing
and prisoncrs but not by disecass, accident, etc.

The tronch apprenticeship was followed by independent secrvice
January 15 to April 3, 1918, shout 12 wuilcs northwest of Toul, in
& sector near St. Mihiel. Herc the First Diviston rclesved the
famous Morocean Division, coopcrating with the A9th French. The
Toul service cntailed constent losscs with smeéll .chance of roprissl.
The front wes dominated by the St. Mihicl hills of which Mont Scc
wes the key, strongly held by Gorman batterics Within casy range.
lajor Palmer personally descrided ths situation; "It was like
sitting at thc foot of & stairs and having the fellow &t the top
throw rocks &i+you from behind & curtasin'. Occasional incursions
into No Men's Land whereby 1l prisoners wcrc captured with machine
guns and flame throwsrse In this quict scctor the First Division
had 352 casualtics = 55 killed, 150 wounded, 127 gasscd and 19 miss-
1Ng. ;

HASTILY SHIFTED TO PICARDY.

The vast snd dangerous affensive launched by the Gormans on
Mareh 21, 1918, called thc Division into extremely active service.
On March 28th General Porshing offered the American forecc in its
entirely to Gencral Foch snd a weok lator the Pirst made its great
Journey half &cross France to Picardy. It was'e test of adminstrative
gbllity met successfully by Pershing's qua¥termastcrs to move with
itls essential accompaning paraphcrnalia 27,000 morr, 1700 animals,
and 1000 wagons. Turning over its. scctor to the 25th New England
Division, the Pirst made this transfer of more then 300 milcs and
was in Picardy necar Bcauvais on April 18th. How it was done no one
knows for the railrosds were sWamped ‘with ammunition, rcinforcements
Supplies, etee. for three million men, while the roads - in awful ’
condifion = Werc jemmecd with ambulances, motors, fugitives and troops.
?hough it was pear confusion, confounded between withdrawals before
the encmy, ovacuwation of the occupied provinees, and transfers of
Erog?shzo meéet exigencics, the First got there hoth fii ana € qudpped
O IT1ghnte . :

Kept for a time in roserve. the PFirst Occupicd the Canti
= April 25th to July 7th = thvee miles weed of ﬁontdiﬁieggntﬁggy Sy
strengly held by the Cncmys The opmrations of the Divisién in this
sector are popularly Supposed to heve becen confincd as far as fight-
ing went to the cepture of Centigny which was s mere ¢pisode involve-
ing only one-fifth of the casualtics hcre suffeyed. -
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The First was put in 1lins opposite the Very apex of the most
German Salient, with orders to hold it at 21l costs. If the
front gave way Amicns, a few miles to the northwest, would fall
and its railway. systen Tonld Do destroyed. WIS fatal effect
would be the diversion to Southern France of all thc supplies
necdful for the pritish Aray, which was then reeeiving from’
the Channel Ports everythlig pecdful for all forces north of
the Somme.

Constant fighting, though on a suall scele, continued al~
most dsily until early Jude. The front hed to be kept against
preponderating ané viectorious enemies, who, hold both banks of
the Avre, were within easy cannon shot of Amiens. The First
not only gave no ground 1in the ropeated attacks of the encny,
but it made them pay toll, capturing from its columis sixty
prisnners and threc mechinc guns. Tt paid dear, howsvel, as
its casualties — omitting thosc in %he capture of Cantighy ~
aumbered 140 officers and 4,183 mens; rillsd 199; wounded 1,621;
gessed 1,9993 missing 49. The- few wmissing show that Tthe men
fought to the 1N :

' mOW CANTIGHY WAS TAKEN

The division commandew viewed with dissatbisfaction the
occupation by the snemy of the village of Cantigny. ‘pdmirably
organized and strongly fortilicd by the Germais, its high
ground dominated both the Americen front and also sections in
the rear. Whenever another aavaonce wes made, and 1t was daily
expected, Cantigny was ai oxcellent jumping-off place Tifefie &)
greet ossault. If it ‘could be captuxred and héld its value for
o counteroffensive was strilringly evident. preperations for
its capturc wexrc systematicelly mads. »

At doybreak on iy 28th the civision artillery opened 2
terrific porfardment which drove the cncemy t0 their sheltors.

At 6:30 4, I the ©Iocps went ovor the top as the g basiiier
fire pulled back to ai initial barragc & hundred nyards ahead
of the moving line. Colonel @ly, with the 28th fafantry, and
Tieut. Colonel Theodore Roosevelt, Jr., with a bettalion of

the 26th Infantry, moved forwerd with clock-work regularity,
fifty-five yards a mninvte. Dach man had food gnough for tvo

. days, ample waver, auch emmunition, and intrenching tools. The
torn was takenh within an hour, when began impediately the con~
solidation so essential, a8 counterattecks were certaih. The
engineer detachment wired under fierce fire the trenches occu~
pied, while the men of ths siznel Corps spread Thelr cobweb lines
1o insure telephonic comaunication with the rear. .

To take Cantigny was eesy compared with holding it. six
counterattacks werc made by The cxasperated Geruans without
success. Pierce aertillery fire soon reduced Cantigny to a mass
of formless ruins, but the Americans neld fast, repelling the
enemy who ceased their cfforts after 108ing over 1,500 men
killed and wounded, bcsSides 225 rrigsocrs. The casualties .of
the pirst nuwnbered 1,067; killed 1993 wouhded 652; gassed 200;
nissing 16. Heroically fighting after belng wounded, Lieut.
?giinel Mexey, Tieutenant Drum, and corporal Flanegon WEXe
kildeds ;

IIPORTANCE OF CANTIGNY CAPTURE

A small affair, seemingly, cantigny's capture was a matter
of great and intérantional importance. There could not have
been & more ti;‘lel;] YiC’GOI‘:‘»j, for on ’bhat VQI‘y ”T]ornlng the 1ast
Germall SuccesSsS Was attained. Going over the top of the Chemin
des Temes, thsir shock troops drcve the allied forces down the
mrne to Cchhteau-Thiery, 2nd thus placed peris in inmminent danger
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0of cepbure. AL this critical and disheartening period it fell
+o the 1ot of the Pirst Division of the Americen Expeditionary
Porces o prove to the anxious allie@ naticns that a counter-=
offensive was possible, and that victory was yvet to be gained
for the free men of the world.

For a few days & part of the
S

a Pirst Division turned from
scenes of war to parade in pari n

on July a4.

Three days later urgent orders pub the First Division on
the merch. mor fouxr days and nights it went on without anhy
regular zest, now on trucks, now hiking, of the men's physical
condition hear the end ofe of its officers writes --"The dis-
nounted men would Tell asleep in the gubter at every halt. The
mounted men dezed in their saddles, and the animals could scarce=
1y drag one foot afiter another. Wwhen a chance for focd came
n0st men hit the hay, though tood tired to sleep.” The after-
noon found them ten miles in rear of the battle line, which they
were ordered to occupy, SO as to go over the top at daybreak.

rfected his »lans for a counterofrfensive. The
march %o their assigned positions hac to be secretly made OVeEr
unlknowa roads, through fields end foresty, without & gleam of
light, lest the encmy hote the movenment. Tooadd to the troubles
a thunderstorm soaked their clothing and made the shell-ruined
roads veritohle quagmirses. Tn utter darkness thousands of
men, hundreds of nprses and of motor trucks, jamned the road

in the most inextricsble masses. It was feared that some units
could no% reach the 1inc in time to go over the top, fixed at
4:35 A. 1. oOne uait barely reached the Lront at 4:30 and weat
over almost exhausted. i

Foch had »e

Hn +h

T FOCH'S GREAT, OFFENSIVI.
Tt vieS knowa thet the fighting would be desperate, as it
wolved sthacks on fortified heights held by en enemy flushed
with vietory end confident of continued sSucceSs. Hundreds of
smouflaged nests of machine guns, heavy batteries in positions
of naturel Strength, causcd the enemy to believe thelr terrain
impregneble. I rested on the coursge and nresistance of
the American soldier to prove Uthis a fallacy.

The aivision entered the couwnteroffengive under its new
commander , Gensral Charles P, Sumierall of Florida, distinguish-
ed a8 one of the cecptors of Peking in 1900. It was sandwiched
hetween the 15%rd French on the left, andc the veteran lforoccan
division on its right with the Foreign L.egion.

At 4.35 A, M. the Pirst wont over the top in extended order
of five peces intervel. The artillery, hitherto silent, started
& rolling battage which, systematicelly lifted a hundred yards
a minute, drove the eneny to their shelters. Advancing &s planhel,
and leaving swell perties from tiwve t0 time to clean up the
snipers apd mechiae guas, the main body atteined its first od-
jeetive and halted tweaty minutes as alloted. Night found them

‘at the third objeective, about three miles advance, heving smashed
through the wire barricédes and fortifications constructed the
previous gix weeks., Sc&reely a thousand casualties, and more
then that aumber of prisoners with mahy guns, werc the record
of the day. The 6th German and 11th and 42nd Davarian Divisions
were that night reinforced hy the 34th ang 28th Divisions,
presaging wern work for the orrow.

On July %Oth still‘&apther cerman Division, the 46th, con-
fronted the Pirst. As it had ouvbrun Tthe 155rd prench in advance,
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the Pirst Division was asked to take the village of Berzy-le-Sec,
which had been assigned as a Freach objective. This village was
o fortified place, which dominated the Soissons-oulchy-le-Chateau
Railway, and its capture neant the loss to the Germens of the
ontire salient. It involved desperate work, and thet day failed,
The f£ighting was intense, often &t closec quarters, when grenades,
bayonets, khives, and even clubbed rifles were used. To and fro
swayed the stiugzling masses, with slight and dearly gained
advances by ow men. The American casualties had now run up to
5,000, @bout the number of prisoners captured by thep. With
nightfall Berzy was still uncoptured, and the loroccan Division
was relieved, which was also the orders of the Pirst, Summrall,
however , told the corps commender that he had promised his men
tha®t they should go on and was unwilling to leave viectory half
galned.

VICTORY ON SOISSONS HIGIWAY

The losses of the 2nd Brigade had beeén enormous among its
officers, as nearly all had been killed oOT wounded. However, oh
the moraing of the 21st, General Buck paraded.: his exhausted and
decimatod commend, ond, walking ddwn its front under heavy fire,
led them in asssult, They swept into Berzy-le-Sec, capturing
its men, betteries, and machine guns, and winning the most im-
portant objective. Ieantime the 1lst Brigade had soverrun the
‘Soissons - Chateau-Thierry highway, leavihg no hope to the
demorsliZed enemy. Viectory then and for the future was assured.

The perfidy and the contemptible methoas of the Germans
2ppear from a report by an officer of thé Division. The moans
of a wouaded German attracted the attention of an officer in the
advance , and in response to his pitiful edpeals first-aid treat-
ment w.s given. Tho officer wamh on to Join his commend, and a

sw hundred yards further a companion offlcer called out that
ne-hzd %en shot from the Teaxr, I1b-devel€ped-that The Germah,
refy oghéd by first-aid treatméent had crawled up to the shell
hole and, resting his machiine guin oi the edge opened fire on
ouvr troops. Just punishment of the treachsérous goldier was
rendered neecdless. A Germcn shell exploded and killed him.

Ope prisoner was brought in with his high leather boots
full of grenades and his right arm adorned with a Red Cross

bedge .

The captured included 125 officers, 3,375 men; 75 guns, 77mm.
and 150ma; 50 morters; 300 machine guns; 2,500 rifles, with much
emmunition end supplies., The »price paid was the heaviest to date
of any @ivision, 7,840 in alls; killed 1 252; wounded 4,871; gassed
o74s ang nissing 1,543. One officer To every sixteen men was
killed -~ an extraordinary proportion.

leny officers edd men were cited by Diviei on orders, and to
1 -~ ey 2 e 3 < ot LA § . A

0thsLs Dlnu}ngu¢5hed Service CrogsesS were issued by order of
presldegt Wilsoan.
Thig Vietory of the pirst against giX German divisions was
naturally Tollowed by reecognition. Buex and Hines became ajor
ageneralsg, and Holbrook & Brigadiel. The Chief of Staff, Campbell
ving, was Made Drigadier and succeeded by Colonel John R, Greel;,
¢eneral staff, who, cited "for distinguished ability while
performing agtles of greve responsibility'™, served in that
Sositlop until the srmigtice was sighed,

v
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Quiet service for assimilation of about 8,000 renlacements q
was had in the Saizerais sector during August, the casuelties
numbering only twenty-one, The St. ihiel operation, SOpUIAT2 =5
was not entirely the picnic that has been Sometimcs assumed.
Familiar with this terrsin from their easrliest service, the pirst
Division had an importent share in the capture of the salicnt.
Ageinst rcsistance they advanced eight miles in nineteen hours, and
their reconnoitering party twelve miles. Their casualtics were 11
officers and 761 men. They captured 5 officers, 1,190 men, 30
77mm and 150mm guns, and much war materisl.

Moved vp by easy steges the First Division took station at
Cheppy, awaiting its fierccst fighting betwecn the Argonne Torest
and the leuse River., A serious emergency arose, and its orders
ceme. pnbering this seector, it fought continually from oet. 1 to
Oct, 12, under conditions of undescribable difficulties, over a
terrain capable of easy defence and against the best Gorman divis-
ions, who knew that defcat meant the absolute loss of the war. The
Situation is best set forth hy GenennlPershing in General Order 201,
the only order devoted during the war to a single command. It
beging:

"Phe Commander in Chief desires to make of record+#***his
extreme satisfaction with the conduct of the offiecers and soldiers
of the Pirst Division in its advance west of the ieuse between
Oct. 4 and 11, 1919 .%

The First Division paid a fearful price for its Argonne -
victory, the casualties numbering 8,554, of whom 117 were officers.
Killed 851; wounded severely 2,664; wounded slightly 1,710; gassed
1,614; missing (mostly dead it is thought) 1,715, one of every
three!

ordi}arily this would have been the ¢d of a division forx
months, but the Pirst answered promptly for an emergency in the
operations against louzon and Sedan, (Nov, 3 - 8) where it sustained
logses of 1, 087, and captured fifty-four men, guns, ete. :

Sumnayized, its wer casuelties, killed, wounded, gassed, and
missing, ags¥egated 25,974, 0of whom Bl5 were officers. Itslosses -
by disease are unknown, but the total repleccments slightly ex-
ceed 30,000. ; :

The prmistice signed, the Pirst Division left abincourt, near
Verdudd, §ix days later, and by a march of more than 200 miles
occupied the Coblenz bridgehead on pecember l4. 1t was the Pirst
Amer ican forece to cross the Rhine.



